William Hamilton Reid (fl. 1784-1827)

Description

The firstd??and indeed mosta??of William Hamilton Reida??s poems were published in The Gentlemana??s
Magazine. Little is known of hislife prior to his contributions to the GM. As Arthur Sherbo notes, his output in
the GM a?2displays a wide-ranging knowledge of languages, both classical and modernd?s (ODNB), despite being
a??aminor poet, born in Glasglow of humble parentsa? (245). In fact, he was compared in the GM to Robert
Burns, as both were of humble origins. Among the works he was known for was a book on Napoleon, essays on
society, and, of course, poetry; he also worked on translations of poetry from numerous languages despite no
record of formal education (ODNB). Although considered to be a &?Grub-street hack,&? his poems display a
keen command of language on a variety of topics.

The poem &?7The Panic; or a Meditation supposed to be written upon the Discovery of the Plaguea?s first
appeared in The Gentlemana??s Magazine in 1789. It was later published in The Scots Magazine in September
1789.
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